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BUZZY/ I'LL BE OuT OF Town UNTiLTHE big game on 
Friday, will You filliN forme on MONDAY ano 
WEDNESDAY AT THE SWIFT STREET PLAYGROUND? 


OH MONDAY- WOW, LOoK AT THAT GUY/ HE 

SURE GAN WORK THAT BALL/ 
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OKAY GUYS, PRACTICE VYN 
Time, we're gonna work //T' 
on two Shots Today- im/2 



FIRST, THE HOOK SHOT BE SURE TO 
KEEP YOUR BODY BETWEEN THE BALL 
AND THE DEFENDER.. ALWAYS KEEP THE 
BALL OKI YOUR RIGHT SIDE. 




SHOW US THE ONE DR.J 
DOES. ARE YOU JOINS TO 
USE IT IN THE GAME A 
. FRIDAY? 


Yeah, 

Show 

us/ 


JUMP OFF YoUR LEFT FOOT, THEN HOOK > 
YOUR ARM UP HIGH. THAT WAY THE DEFENDER 
FOULS YOU ip HE TRIES TO GET THE BALL- . 


SECOND, THE 
JUMP SHOT- 

rembmber 
when you leave 

THE GROUND, 
REITASE THE BALL 
AT THE HIGHEST 
POINT IN Y^UR 

jump, use 
YOURWRISTS 
AND 

FOLLOW THROUGH. 
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OKAY THIS SHOT IS AAV FAVORITE?, THE FINGER 
ROLL. AS YOU 60 BY THE BASKET JUST ROLL THE 
BALL IM OFF THE END OF YOUR FINGER. 




ALL MY LIFE, 1 GUESS. 
I'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO 
BE A PRO BALL PLAYER. ITS 
NOT EASY YOU HAVE TO WORK 
AT STALL THE TM6 TO BE 
GOOD ENOUGH. 




it's STLL fun^I 
To DO SOMETHING 
wiTh Your buddies 

AND YOU CAN 
PRACTICE AND FEEL 




BUZZY HAS EARNED 
HIS LETTERS IN 

baskeTballthat 

KIND OF BALL 

handling takes 

A LPT OF WORK, 
PRACTICE AND 
OONCENTRAfiON. 
keepingthatball 

UNDER CONTROL IS 
REALLY IMPORTANT 
BuT 0THERTHIN6S 
NEED To BE UNDER 
CONIPOITCO. 

Watch this... 



r YA KNOW, YOU'RE THE 
ONLY PEOPLE I KNOW IN 
Town besides the teaaa 
AND A COUPLE OF 
euYSONMYBlPCK. 
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Yeah . 1 You 

HAD A HARD WORKOuT 
YOU OBSERVE SOME 

ep-.PCHCHMPM'fc / 



AMD ANYWAY, 
we're 

PRACTICING/ 


HE'S JUSTABABY V YBAH/YEAH! 
BEEN HANGING \ THE COACH'S 
AROUND WITH THESE \ LiTTLE 600DV 
LITTLE GUYS SO IPNG TWO SHOES-foO 
HE ACTS LINE THEM-/ STUCK UP To 

BE ONE OF 
THEGUYS- 
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SEE, I 
TOLD YA fit 
WAS OKAY/ 


Wtf 


we're your t yeah, buzz saw, my 

FRIENDS, BUZZ. AMD \ MAN, A LiTfLE REFRESH - 

friends take a utile ) menTs never hurt 
taste To6eTher- / anybody i£\'s take off. 


WE'VE BEEN > 

bAT, rtuLuwb, \ WORKING OuT W(TH 
HOW'S IT THBNEWSTAROF 
GOING ? ) THE HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL 
TEAM. 


buzzy; are we 

WORKING OUT 
WEDNESDAY? CAN 
WE GET SOME 
TiME IN ? 


NO PROBLEM. 
MAYBE WE 
CAN HAVE A 






YEAH, HE'S GOT 
ITALLToGeTHER! 
THOSE HOOK 
SHOTS WORK 

every time ' 


he's Teaching^ 
usTosiiooTuke 
HIM. WEDNESDAY 
HE'S 6QNNASH0W 
US SOME TRICK 
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HIS HANDS ARE QUICK AS / WHAT 
LIGHTNING. ONLY HE QUIT / 6 ROUP YA 


EARLY TO 60 OFF WITH SOME TALKING 

BIG GUYS • . ■ SLINKY AND l ABOUT 
HIS BAD NEWS GROUP. \ *5* 



r THOSE 6UYS~ THAT HANG OUT ON 
CEDAR STREET MADE FRIENDS WITH 


BUZZY AND GAVE HIM A DRINK OF f YEAH ! AND AS SOON 

WHISKEY OR WINE OR SOMETHING J AS HE STARTED DRINKING 




r AW ; YOU GUYS DON'T UNDER 7 
STAND STARS LIKE TO FEELGOOD 
WHEN THEY'RE D0IN6 THEIR STUFF. 
AND WETTING YOUR WHISTLE |S NO 
B-IG DEAL/ EVEN WlTH THOSE GUYS . 


^ YEAH, HE'S A COOL DUDE/TiME" 
TO GO, MOVING TOO SLOW/ 
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ON WEDNESDAY THE COSBY KIDS ARE BACK ON 
COURT FOR THEIR SECOND LESSON WiTH BUZZY 





THE RESTS MIND. 
BUZZY HAS SOME MORE. 
HE BROUGHT SOME FOR 
US TODAY- 


^HEY, SHRIMpS/ BEAT IT 
WE'RE PLAYlNGTHlS COURT- 


SAVE ME SOME, 
YOU GUYS/ 



FAT ALBERT AND 
THE KIDS WONDER 
WHAT'S GOING ON. 

EVERYBODY'S 
JUGGLING A 
BROWN PAPER BAG 
AND BALL BUT 
THERE'S SURE NOT 
A BASKETBALL GAME 
GOING ON. I HOPE 
M WRONG BUT 
I THINK I'M 
BEGINNING TO 
FIGURE IT OUT 



SAY, BUZZ, WHAT'S 
THE DEAL?. CAN'T 
HANDLE IT? 


YEAH, OUR STAR ^ 
IS TWINKLING INSTEAD 
OF SHINING. J 
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&REAK ITUP. ITS LUNCH 
TIME: AND YOU GUYS ARE 
SETTING CRAZY. 
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BUZZY WAS JUST TIRED. 


YOU KNOW... BAD DAY OR 
SOMETHING. HE'LL WORK. 

out with us tomorrow. 


hey. 7 hello There, Y not 

YOUNG FELLOWS. WHaTS MUCH 

-v THE DAY LIKE? 1 £|R. 


1 CAN'T SAY 
IT WAS THE 
DAY I HOPED 
FOR/ 


DIDN'T YOU N 
GUYS 60 TO 
LEARN SOME 

hot Tricks from 
WHaTSHIS name? 


DON'T START > 
IN ON BUZZY IT 
WASN'T HIS 

fault: j 
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WHO WAS DOING 
'TOO MUCH 

dhin me"? 


ALL I COULD MAKE OUT 
WAS THAT THERE WAS TOO 
MUCH DRINKING AND NOf 
ENOUGH PLAYING. 



I DON'T UNDERSTAND. 
BUZZY IS AN OKAY DUDE 
BUT HE WAG MEAN TO US, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN HE 
WAS WITH THOSE 6uYS. 


AND HE L^T THOSE 
GUYS MAKE FUN OE 
HIM. DID YOU SEE 

that? 


NOT ONLY WERE THEY 
PASSING AROUND A BOTTLE 
BUT THEY WERE TRYING 
TO PUSH US AROUND- 



WEIL, YOU NEED TO LEARN SOME 
BASIC FACTS ABOUTALCOHOIAND 
WHAT IT DOES TO THE MIND AND BODY. 



BUT WHAT DOES 
THAT HAVE TO DO 

with buzzy LeTt/NO 

THOSE GUYS PUSH 
US AROUND? 




YEAH/ WHAT 
MAKES DRINK- 
ING ALCOHOL 
CHANGE AN 
OKAY DUDEL'KE 
BUZZ Y? 



ALCOHOL CAN CHANGE THE WAY 
PEOPLE ACT SOMETIMES THEY SET 
SILLY; SOMETIMES ALCOHOL CAUSES 
THEM TO LOSE THEIR COOLAND WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS PEOPLE'S TEMPERS CAN 
FLARE UP AND THEY CAN GET MAD- 
EVEN FISHT 7 
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ALCOHOL GETS IN THE 
BLOOD STREAM AND GOES 
TO THE BRAIN. MANY 
PEOPLE BEGIN TO BEHAVE 
DIFFERENTLY WHEN THEY 

drink, sometimes they do 

OR SAY THINGS THEY LATER 
nuT 



f BUT BUZZY IS A STAR . HOW COME 
HE LET THOSE GUYS TALK HIM INTO 
DRINKING AND ACTlNGTHAT WAY? 
HE DOESN'T NEED TO PROVE ANYTHING 
BY DRINKING ALCOHOL. HE'S GOT 
. MOVES LIKE A PRO. > 



maybe, but sometimes 

RIDS WILL DRINK 
BECAUSE THElRFRIENDS 
DO. ..EVEN IF THEY 
KNOW IT ISN’T 6000 
FOR THEM. 


1 SUPPOSE GUYS, 
THINK IP THEY DIDN'T 
DO WHAT THEIR 
FRIENDS WANTTHEM 
TO DO THEY WONT 
FRIENDS- 



AFTER A FEW SIPS 
BUZZY STARTED WSSING 
BASKETS- ..DROPPING THE 
BALL. THE OLD MAGIC 
STARTED TO GO. 


THE MORE YOU DRlNlCH 
THE LESS ABLE YOU ARE 
TO FOCUS YOURTHOUOhTS. 
DRINKING ALSO SL^WS 
DOWN REFLEXES AND 



BUZZY IS NEW IN TOWN. 
HE WANTS TO BELONG. AND 
MAYBE THESE GUYS ARE THE 
ONLY ONES TO BE FRIENDLY TO 
HIM. THEY OFFERED HIM 
A drink-someTning 


SIMPLE BALL SHOTS BECOME 
DIFFICULT BECAUSE ALCOHOL 
AFFECTS THE WAY THE BRAIN 
SENDS MESSAGES To THE BODY 


11 




THEN WHAT'S BLIZZV'S 

PROBLEM? HE'S A SMART 
GUY-WHY DOESN'T HE 

/■> I iT* 


MAN V TMES GUYS 
DRINK TO BE A PART OF 
THE CROWD, BUT THEN 
THEN DRINK MORE and 
MORE AMD GET INTO TROUBLE 

f)(? rPPATP PDnCI PkAC 



MAN ; WHAT 
DOESALLTHAT 
HAVE TO DO 
WITH BUZZY 


ALCOHOL COULDBETHE 
REASON WHY BUZZY DIDN'T WANT 
To teach us the ball tricks 

AND WHY HE LET THOSE GUYS 



ALCOHOL COULD^ 

also be my 

BUZZY AAISSED 
THOSE EASY SHOTS 
HE WAS TRYING 


VEP. ALCOHOL 
CAN MESS UP 
HOW PEOPLE 
TREAT EACH 



YEP. YOU CAN'T 
PLAY PRO BALL 
OR ANY OTHER. 
KIND OF BALL 
AFTER DRINKING. 
SOMETIMES IT 
ALSO MAKES 


YOU BUYS ARE 
CRAZY. BUZZY 
.HE WAS 
AN6IN6 
OUT WITH THE- 
FELLAS...HAVIHO 
N. 



YEAH/ LIKE ACTING 
WEIRD/ FIGHTING/ 
GETTING SICK IS 
HAVING FUN H,,H7 


DOES THAT 
MEAN 3 CAN'T 
LEARN THOSE 

TRICK SHOTS 
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ON FRIDAY.. 



SAY/ KIDS, HOW 
DID PRACTICE 60 
THIS WEEK? 


WELL, AH. ..I > 

MEAN -YOU KNOW. 
WELL... 
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^ YOU can't expect 
A SUPERSTAR TO JUST 



WELL, YOU SEE, 
COACH/ IT WAS 
LIKE THIS- 


m 1 

I 

( 7/5 • - O'Cv 
v / 



fAy&x 



\\ 


w y 




•AMD SO 
MAYBE £UZZY 
HAS A 


maybe so. X 
I'LL SEE FOR * 
MYSELF AND 
MAYBE TALK TO 

himafterthe 


THAT NIGHT AT THE SCHOOL GYM ... 

T0UI6HT CENTRAL'S SABERS MEET THE HAWKS 
FORTHE DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP. BOTH TEAMS ARE 
WARMING UP AND LOOK REAL GOOD. I DON'T SEE 
SABERS'STAR, BUZZY COLLINS- THEIR HOPES FOR 
THE TROPHY REST OH THIS YOUNG SOPHOMORE WHO 
: JOINED THE TEAM JUST FOUR WEEKS AGO. 




ANY OF YOU GUYS 
SEEN BUZZY? 


NO ; 

COACH 
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HE WAS WITH three 
GUVS ON THE PARKING 
LOT WHEN I CAME IN. 


LAT ffi- ( WELL, FOLKS, AT ^ 

^ HALF-TIME THE 

6ASEPS ARE DOWN BV EIGHT 
POINTS, WITH THE HAWK'S 
WORKING HARD TO KEEP THE 
LEAD. STlLl NO SIGN OF THE 
SABERS' BUZZV COLLINS. 


1 SEE HIS FOLKS 
HERE. WHERE IS 
THAT GUVhV 


I SAW HIM EARLIER 

behindthe school. 
But that was a 

WHILE AGO. 



LOOK WHAT WE 
BROUGHT VO U-VOUR 
STAR/THE BUZZ SAW. 


SORRV, COACH. 

I GOT ted UP. 
I'LL BE IN UNIFORM 
IN A MINUTE. > 


in the Locker room at half-tme- 
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AS THE GAME ENOS... 


THIS HAS BEEN THE 
HARDEST FOUGHT GAME OF 
THE TEAR... AND A SURPRISE 
71 To 68 WIN FORTHE HAWKS. 
AS THE DEJECTED SABERTEAM 
LEAVES THE FLOOR, LETS TRY TO 
G&T A WORD WITH COACH O'CONNOR- • 



LET'S HAVE \J, BUZZV, WHAT'S GOING ON ? 

YOU DIDN'T DO THE COACHING JOB, YOU CAME 
TO THE GAME LATE WITHOUT CALLING AND EXPECTED 
TO PLAY, AND YOUR GRADES AREN'T UP TO PAR- 



THERE'S REALLY NOTHING TO 
WORR.V ABOUT- TVS JUST BEEN 
HAVING A STREAK OF BAD LUCK- 


AS YOU CAN SEE WE'RE CONCERNED 
ABOUT WHATS HAPPENING TO YOU, BUZZY. 
FAT ALBERT AND THE KIDS TOLD US 
SOME OF WHAT HAPPENED ON- y 



IT'S- -WELL, ALL OF 
A SUDDEN THINGS AREN’T 
GOING AS WELL AS THEY 


THERE'S LOTS OF HELP^ 
HERE IF YOU ASK FOR IT- 
THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR, 
'QURTEACHERS-WBCAN 



I SEE WHAT THIS IS ALL 
ABOUT. THEY TOLD VOU ABOUT 


MV TAKING A Taste- 
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YOU GUVS’ \/ WELL,MUDFOOT SAID 
DIDN'T HAVE / WHEN LOTS OF FOLKS DRINK. 
TO WON / TOO MUCH THEN DO STRANGE 
ME ' I THINGS. V€ THINK YOU'RE A 



i don't think you're right about nobody being 

HURT YOU'RE IN TROUBLE WITH YOUR GRADES, YOUR 
PARENTS, AND IF THIS CONTINUES,' YOU'LL BE SUSPENDED 
FROM THE TEAM BECAUSE OF DRINKING AND HANGING 
OUT WITH THOSE GUYS. 
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BuTIOKLV T SOM, we're also vour friends. 

DRINK A LlTTLE WHAT THE COACH IS SAYING IS 
With nw friends. / that drinking alcohol at your 

^ AGE CAN INTERFERE WITH YOUR 

3il Ig^^JkllFE NOW AND YOUR FUTURE. . 


YOUR MOM IS RIGHT SON- 1 WAS VERY 
DISAPPOINTEDTHAT YOU LET DOWN YOUR 
COACH/YOURTEAKA/AND YOUR SCHOOL. 
THEY WERE DEPENDING ON YOU TO HELp THE 
TEAM BRING HOME THE CHAMPIONSHIP- 




YOU ALSO LET VOUgSELF 
DOWN. ITS IMPORTANTTO 
HAVE FRIENDS BUT ITS ALSO 
IMPORTANT TO HAVE SELF RESpECT 


BUT WE JUST 
DRINKTO HAVE FUN. 

I NEVERTHOOGHTALL 
THESE PROBLEMS 

WOULD COME HP- Jl AND THE RESPECT OF OTHERS 
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WELL, DAD ; I DON'T WANT THE GUVS TO 
THINK I'M ACTING LIKE A BABY, BUT I SURE 
DOHT WANT TO DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD KEEP 
ME FROM PLAYING BALL- MY GOAL IS TO GO TO 
COLLEGE AND BECOMEApRO BASKETBALL PLAYER 



THATS VERY IMPORTANT 
TO ME AND 1 DOHT WANT 
To CHANCE NOT BEIN6 HEALTHY 
ENOUGH TO DO THAT, OP. 
ANYTHING ELSE 1 WANT 
TO DO INTHE fUTURE. 


SAYING NO 
|SnT EASY YOUR 
FRIENDS KNOW THAT 
TOO/ EVEN IF THEY 
DON'T ADMIT IT 



TD LIKE TO HAVE YOU TALK. 
To A GUY! KNOW WHO IS A 
MEMBER OF THE PTa. HE WORKS 
WITH KIDS AND UNDERSTANDS THE 
PRESSURE YOU'RE UNDER. AND HE 
KNOWS ALOT ABOUT ALCOHOL 
AMO \IO\ ffi4 . 




SE& A 
THERE, YOU 

Guys.-i 

TOLD YOU 
BUZZY WAS 


HEY, YOU GUYS/ 1 OWE YOU ONE . 

maybe we can get a game in 

WEDNESDAY AT THE PLAYGROUND- 


SOUNDS LIRE BUZZY HAS STOPPED 
DRINKING AND FEELS GOOD ABOUT 
HIMSELF HE HAS THINGS UNDER 
CONTROLAGAIN. HIS LETTERS IN 
BASKETBALL CAN SPELL A HAPPY 
FUTURE FOR HIM IP HE'S SMART. 
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